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The Benefit and Comfort of 


the CurrsTian REVELATION. 


ISA1AH xxix. 18, 19. 


And in that Day ſhall the Deaf hear the Word; of 
the Book, and the Eyes of the Blind (ball ſee out 
of Obſcurity, and out of Darkneſs, 

The Meek alſo "hall increaſe their Joy in the Lord, 


and the Poor among Men ſhall rejoice in the boly 
One of Iſrael. 


FTER it had pleaſed God, of his as 
1 mazing Mercy, to reveal to Man (which 
be did immediately upon his Fall) his 
Redemption and Salvation by Jeſus 
Orit, to be exhibited in the Fulneſs of Time; 
it is no Wonder, that ſuch ſtanding Memorials 
of theſe joyful Tidings, as were moſt proper and 
ſignificant, ſhould be appointed, in order to keep 
up the Knowledge and Memory of this bleſſed 
Revelation, and to enliven the Faith and Hope 
of Men in all their Devotions and religious Per- 
formances; and accordingly we ſee, that it 
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The Benefit and Comfort 
runs thro” all the Inſtitutions and Ordinances, and 
ſacred Rites, that obtain'd amongſt the People of 
God before the Law of Moſes, This legal Diſpen- 

ation, of which he was honoured of God to be 
the prime Miniſter, appears to be fram'd with the 
Ame gracious View, and to the ſame bleſſed Pur- 
poſe, even to prefigure and typify this glorious 
Redeemer, and that great 'Salvation he was t6 
purchaſe by his precious Blood; the very Struc- 
ture of this Diſpenſation, and the whole Service 
of it, look'd this Way, as appears plainly from 

the New Feſtament, and particularly from the E- 

piſtle of Paul to the Hebrews: And in this Senſe, 

the Law, even the whole Law, as a School-ma- 
ſter to bring Men to Chriſt. And as the Ordinances 
of the Levitical Diſpenſation, the Service of the 

Tabernacle and Temple, were typical and emble- 

matical Prefigurations of the Meſjias, and our Re- 

demption by him; fo 'tis undeniable, that this 

Way of a typical Repreſentation of the promiſed 

Saviour, is carried thro' the moſt auguſt Prophe- 

ſies concerning him in the Old Teſtament, which 
were partly verified in the Type, ſuch as David, 

Solomon, and others, but fully. and ultimately ac- 

- compliſh'd only in the Son of God our Saviour: 
And in like Manner, the great Salvation he was to 
bethe Author of, apd the ſpiritual and'eternal Hap- 
pineſs he was to beſtow upon his People, are fore- 
told by the ſame inſpired Prophets, under the Type 

and Figure of temporal Deliverances, and out- 
ward Peace and Proſperity ; of this Kind are ſe- 
veral auguſt Predictions of this eminent Prophet 

Iſaiat, who, as the Evangeliſt John tells us, ſaid 

Akeſe Things, when he {ary bis Glory and ſpake of —_ 
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of the Cbriſtian Revelation. 
And of this Sort is the comfortable Prophecy in 


our Text; which however it might be = 
mediately, and in Part verified, in {ome happy 


Events that followed, whereby Light and Joy  * 


were diffuſed among that People; yet it ultis 
mately and chiefly looks to the Days of the A/ 
fras, and is fully accomplith'd only in him, and 
in that Knowledge and Fulneſs of Joy, that his 
People, even the pooreſt of them, ſhould have in 
and from him, and his glorious Goſpel; then in- 
deed it was, and not till then, that this Prophecy 
ſhould be fully verified, That the Deaf ſhould hear 
ile Words of the Book, and ite Eyes of the Blind 
fhould ſee aut of Otſrurity, and out of Darkneſs ; 
The Meek alſo ſhould encreaſe their Foy in the Lord, 
and the Poor among Men r , in the boly 
One of Iſrael, 
| Inſtead of entertaining you mich A cen Ex- 
poſition of this Text, and the various Commen- 
taries and Conjectures of learned Men upon it, 1 
ſhall only obſerve, That the ſeveral Phraſes uled 
in it, the particular and remarkable Expreſſions 
in which this Prophecy is delivered, are to be 
found in many other unconteſted Predictions of 
the Meſſiat, and of the Bleſſings of his Kingdom 
and Government; and the very ſame prophetical 
Phraſes and Expreſſions quoted and adduced in 
the New Teſtament, as verified and fulfilled in 
Chriſt, Look to the xxxv, Chap, of this Book of 
Iſaiah, 5, Ver, Then the Eyes of the Blind ſhall 
be wa and the Ears of the Deaf ſhall be unſtop- 
ped, then ſhall the lame Man leap as an Hart, and 
the Tongue of the Dumb ſing: And the Ixi. Chap. 
from the Beginning, to the 4. Ver. And theſe. 
6.6 | very. 


6 'The Benefit and Comfort 
very Phraſes of the Prophet are quoted by our 
bleſſed Saviour, as having their Accompliſhment 
in himſelf, Luke vii. 22. Jeſus anſwering, ſaid un- 
to them; G your Way, and tell John what Things you 
Save ſeen and heard, lou that the Blind ſee, | the 
Lame walk, the Lepers are cleanſed, the Deaf bear, 
the” Dead are raiſed, and to the Poor the Goſpel it 
preached. Luke iv. 17. And there wag delivered un- 
to him the Book of the Prophet Eſaias, and when he 
had opened the Book, he found the Place where it 
was writien, The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
becauſe he hath anointed me to preach the Goſpel to 
the Poor, he hath ſent me to heal the broken-hearted, 


to preach' Deliverauce to the Captives, and recovering 


Sub to the Blind, to ſet at Liberty them that are 

bruiſed, To preach the acceptable Year of the Lord. 
And then it follows in the 21, Ver. And be be- 
gan to ſay unto them, This Day is this Scripture ful. 
filled in your Ears, And in the Commiſſion he 
gives to Paul after his Aſcenſion, we ſee plainly, 
that theſe Predictions were yet to have a fuller 
Accompliſhment in the Propagation of his Goſpel 
through the Heathen Nations, Act, xxvi. 18. De- 
liver ing thee from the People, and from the Gentiles, 
unto whom now I ſend thee, To open their Eyes, and 
to turn them from Darkneſs to Light, and from the 
Power of Satan unto God, that they may recerve For- 
giveneſ of Sins, and Inber; tance among them that 
are ſanctiſied by Faith that it in me. 


In diſcourſing further upon this Text of Scrip 
ture, I ſhall, thro' Divine Aſſiſtance, 
Firſt, Speak of the Stupidity and Ignorance of 


fallen Man, which is * Thing _— here by 
| the 
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the Deaf and the Blind, and by the Obſcurity and 


of. the- Chriftian Revelation. 4 


Darkneſs in which they are here repreſented 28 
covered and involved. 

II. Of the Light and Knowledge that the blef- 
ſed Meſſias and his Goſpel brings to ſuch miſer- 
able Creatures, The Deaf ſhall hear the Words of 
the Book, and the Eyes of the Blind ſhall fee out 14 
Obſcurity, and out of Darkneſs. 

III. We ſhall ſpeak of that great Joy in the Lord, 
that ſhall accompany this- Knowledge, and flow 


from it, 
IV. Shew that the Meek and the. Poor in par- 


{ ticular ſhare in theſe great Bleſſings, and have 


ſpecial Advantages by this glorious Goſpel : The 
Meek ſhall increaſe their Foy in the Lord, and the 
poor among Men ſhall rejoice in the holy One of Iſrael. 

We ſhall offer you a few Thoughts upon each 
of theſe Particulars, and. then conclude with a 
ſhort Application, ſuited to the Occaſion of our 
Meeting. 


I, We are to ſpeak of the Stupidity and Is no- 
rance of fallen den which is the Thing fi ige 
and meant here by the Deaf and the Blina, and 
the Obſcurity and Darkneſs which involves them. 5 
Man by a preſumptuous Aſpiring after more Know-. 
ledge than belong'd to him, loft that vaſt Treaſure 
of Knowledge that he was poſſeft of, and plunged 
himſelf and his Poſterity in Darkneſs and Igno- 
rance: Men after that became more and more vain 
in their Imaginations, and their fooliſh Heart © was 
darkned; Hence the Times before Chriſt are juſtly 
called by the Apoſtle, The Times vf Tenorance; 
4 an 30. And __ God did not leave binge 
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in theſe Times without Witneſs, in that be did 
Good, and gave them Rain and fruitful Seaſons, 
filling their Hearts with Food and Gladneſs ; yet they 
were ſo deat and ſtupid, as not to hear theſe plain 
and loud Lectures of the Works of God; ſo blind, 
as not to ſee the divine Hand that reached out 
theſe Bleſſings to them: Darkneſs then did cover 
the Farth, as this Prophet Iſazah expreſſeth it, 
and groſs Darkneſs the People. The Light of the 
antient and primitive Revelations of God was 
gone; they had fo ſtained and ſullied it with the 
Fumes of their own Inventions, that it was no 
more to be ſeen among them ; - they had ſo defaced 
and obſcur'd it by their preſumptuous Additions, 
and wild Interpretations, that it ceaſed to be a 
Light unto them, lying as it were extinguiſhed in 
the Rubbiſh of their groſs Corruptions. And as 
to the ſubſequent Revelations of God made unto 
the Jeus, the reſt of the World around them were, 
upon the Accounts now mentioned, juſtly exclud- 
ed from the Benefit of this Light, which ſhined 
in the Houſe of Jacob only, except a very few, 
that by the particular Fayour of Heaven got ſome 
Glimpſes of it; ſo that Darkneſs did indeed cover 
the Earth, and groſs Darkneſs the People. But this 
was not "all; not only was there Obſcurity and 
Darkneſs without; but, if I may fo expreſs it, 
Blindneſs within, as our Text intimates to us, 
The Blind ſhall ſee out of Obſcurity, and out of Dark= 
neſs ; they had not only loft the Light, but loſt 
Eyes to ſee it; the Light of their own Minds, 
with reſpect to divine Things, was almoſt quite 
extinguiſhed: It is no Hyperbole or Stretch of 


Expreſſion, but a juſt and true Deſcription, that the 
Apoſtle 
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of the Heathen World, Eph, iv. 18. Having their 


_ Under/tandings darkned, being alienated from the 
Life of God through the Jenarauce that is in them, be- 


cauſe of the Blindneſs of their Heart: And if the 
Underſtanding of Man, which is the Candle o 
the Lord, be ſo darkned and ecclipſed, How 
he ſee to walk or work? If the Light that is in thee, 
ſays. our bleſſed Saviour, be D How great 
10 — Darkneſs ! 


But ſome may ſay, How is this Account of the | 
Stupidity and Ignorance of the Heathen World 


conſiſtent with the Hiſtory we have of Arts and 
Sciences, and the famous Maſters of them, before 
the Times of the Goſpel * What ſhall we ſay of 
the Bracbnians of India, of the Magi of Perſia, of 


the Prieſts of yt, and the Aftrologers of Chal» 


dea, Did not theſe Men ſee out of Darkneſs, 
and out of Obſcurity ? And to come nearer home, 
What ſhall we ſay of the Druids of Britain and 
Gaul, who had an admirable Inſtitution and Diſ- 
cipline amongſt them; and amongſt other valuable 
Things, taught the Immortality of the Soul, as we 
are inform d by no leſs an Author than Julius 
Ceſ ſar, Arete by the by, was no Friend to that 
Doctrine himſelf: What ſhall we ſay of Greece 
and Rome, and the famous Men they have pro- 
duc'd, that are likely to be of everlaſting Repu- 
tation in the World? Lawgivers, Philoſophers, O- 
rators, not to fpeak of their admirable Poets: 
What ſhall, we ſay of Socrates, Ariſiolle, Nato, 
en, Cicero,, and many others I might name, 
wem theſe blind alſo ? We will not deny theſe 
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10 The Benefit and Comfort 
great Men their due Praiſes; as they had noble 
Opportunities and Advantages, fo they were Men 
of a vaſt Genius, of a prodigious Reach of 
Thought, Men of incredible Application and Di- 
ligence, and their Writings, (ſuch of them as did 
write, for Socrates wrote none, ſo far as we know) 
are without doubt, the moſt polite of all human 
Coympoſures: Theſe were the great Lights of the 
Heathen World, and Mankind to this Day are 
obliged to them, and will be as long as their 
Works remain, and Men have Senle to reliſh them, 
Bur, at the ſame Time, Jet us remember, that 
their Number is but ſmall ; there have been but 
very few ſuch Men in the Heathen World, during 
the Space of five Thouſand Years; their Know- 
ledge was very much confin'd to themſelves and 
a few of their Diſciples: The Bulk of Mankind, 
and particularly the Poor among Men, as our 
Text hath it, had no Acceſs to this Knowledge, 
they had neither Leiſure for it, nor Capacity e- 
nough to learn it, their Schemes of Morality and 
Reaſonings about Virtue, were too fine for the 
Vulgar: The World a-round them lay ftill in 

roſs Ignorance and Darkneſs, entertaining the 
moſt abſurd Notions of their Deities, and wor- 
ſhipping them by ſuch Rites and Actions, as were 
not only trifling and ludicrous, but many of them 
the greateſt Pieces of Obſceneneſs and Cruelty 
that Men were capable of. Thus it was with the 
Heathen World before Chri/f, and ſince his ap- 
pearing in the World; and thus it continues to be 
at this Day among Pagans, who have nothing of 
Chriſtian Knowledge among them, as may be ſeen 


in the Collections that have been made of theſe 
Abomi. 


8 * 3 
F the Chriſtian Revelation. 1 
Abominations of the Heathen, by honeſt and in- 
duftrious Men; particularly by our worthy Bro- 
ther and Countryman Mr. Kobert Millar, in his 
Hiſtory of the Propagation of Chriſtianity; a Work 
deſervedly noticed and valued both at Home and 
Abroad. But after all, *tis not only the Vulgar, 
and the Bulk of Mankind, that were in this diſ- 
mal Darkneſs and Ignorance, while they wanted 
Divine Revelation; but even theſe great Men, 
whom we mentioned lately, and who ſhin'd like 
ſo many Lights in the Midſt of Darkneſs, how 
plauſibly ſoever they ſpeak in other Matters; yet 
were miſerably at a Loſs, as to theſe Points of 
Knowledge, which are of the greateſt Importance 
to Man, the Knowledge of the ever bleſſed God the 
Author of our Being, the Knowledge of the chief 
Good, the Knowledge of a future State, the Way 
how to pleaſe God, and to be happy for ever (nor 
to ſpeak of their Uncertainty and endleſs Conten- 
tion about other Things) in theſe great Matters, 
that are of the laſt Conſequence to Man; the Tharp- 
eſt ſighted of them, were but Gueſſers at beſt; and 
when they ſpeak of theſe Matters, we may. ſee 
them gropping/ ſtumbling, and falling like Men in 
the Dark; who, tho' they had the beſt Eyes of the 
World, were at a Loſs to find. their Way, for 
Want of Light. 

Neither are the J7euf to be exeem'd from this 
Charge of Ignorance: Tho' God had given them. his 
Statutes and Judements, which be had not done to 
every Nation; yet they ſo little conſidered and un- 
derſtood them, as to place all their Religion in 
Forms and Ceremonies, and ritual Obſervances, 
forgertiog the main End and Deſign of the Ordi- 

_ nances 
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4 The Benefit and Comfort 
ces and Inſtitutions of that Diſpenſation, and 
the weighty Matters of the Law, The Ordinances 
of God were ſo mix'd and blended with the Tra- 
ditions of Men, and the divine Laws ſo mifinter- 
preted by their Doors, that both Prieſts and People 
were in groſs Ignorance, as appears from the Ac- 
counts we have of them all alongſt in Scripture, ef: 
pecially in the New Teſtament ; and particularly 
from that ſhort, but ſignificant Deſcription given 
us of their melancholly State, by our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, That it was the Blind leading the Blina; fa 
that both of them, Teachers, and they who were 
taught by them, were in the greateſt Hazard of 
Ruin and Deſtruction, Matth. xv. 14: Let them 
alone, they be blind Leaders of the Blind; and if the 
Blind lead the Blind, both ſhall fall into the Ditch. - 
We proceed in the ſecond Place, to ſpeak of 
that Light and Knowledge, that our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, and his bleſſed Goſpel, brings to miſerable 
Man, - thus ſunk in Ignorance and Darkneſs: The 
Deaf do now hear the Words of the Book of God, 
ſtupid Men are now inftructed ; and the Eyes of 
the Blind do now ſee out of Obſcurity, and out of 
Darkneſs : This was the very End of Chri/?s com. 
ing into the World, as he tells us himſelf, Fohn 
ix. 39. 4 am come into this World, that they which 
fee not might fee. And as he was promiſed to be 
a Light both to Jews and Gentiles ; ſo when he was 
come, he bimſelf expreſly declares, That he was 
the Light of the World, 7obn viii, 12. Wen ſpake 
_ Feſus again unto them, ſaying, IT am the Light of the 
World, be that falloweth me Pall not walk in Darke 
neſs, but fall bave the Light of Life : And the great 
Boſinek hb puts * the Hands of his Apoſtles and 
N if "De 


of the Chriſtian Revelation. 1 
Diſciples, the Errand upon which he ſent them, 1 
was to diffuſe this Light through the World, to 
turn Men from Darkneſs to Light, So runs the Com- 
miſſion that the Apoſtle Paul got in particular, 
AA xxvi. 17, 18. This Light of the Goſpel makes 
great and glorious Diſcoveries to Mankind, Dif- 
coveries of the moſt ſublime, the moſt uſeful and 
neceſſary Things. It gives us the Knowledge of 
the ever bleſſed God, and the divine Perfections, 
in a much clearer Manner than ever they were 
known before; No Man hath ſeen God at any Time, 
the only begotten Son, which is in the Beſom of the 
Father, he hath declared him. It diſcovers ourſelves 
to us, and that is no ſmall Matter; % daun, 
know thyſelf, will certainly be own'd to be one 
of the moſt” important Pieces of Knowledge to 
Man, tho? it had never been delivered by an O- 
racle; and whatever elſe we know about our. 
ſelves, it we know not our Diſeaſe, if we know 
not our Sin, our Weakneſs, our Miſery, we are 
ignorant of ourſelves, we proceed upon a wrong - 
Scheme; and however we may refine upon it, 
and plauſibly gratify the Pride and Vanity of our 
own Minds, there's a groſs Miſtake at the Bottom, 

and we are ſtill the farther off from the Cure: 
The Light of Divine Revelation lays us open to 
ourſelves, ſo that if we do not wilfully ſhut our 
Eyes, we cannot but ſee, . that we are poor and 
miſerable, aud blind, and wretched, and naked, This 
bleſſed Goſpel leaves us not with this melancholly 

and humbling Diſcovery ; it ſets the Remedy in 
as clear a Light as the Diſeaſe, even the Son of 
Man who came to ſeek and to ſave that which was 
boft ; it ſhews us, that we have Redemption thro bis 
IO ER \ | | Blood, 
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Blood; even the Forgrueneſs of our Sins, that thro* 
him we are juſtified from all theſe Things, from which 
we could never have been juſtified by the Law of. Mo- 
ſes : That great Doctrine of the Pardon of Sin and 
Peace with God, thro? the Sacrifice and Satisfac- 
tion of the Son of God, is the peculiar Glory of 
the Goſpel, which ao Light either from Angels or 
Men could ever have diſcovered to us. This bleſ- 
ſed Revelation preſents us with a more perfect 
Rule of our Duty, and a far more compleat Sy- 
ſtem of true Morality than ever we had before: 
It diſcovers to us where our Strength lies for theſe 
Duties, and the powerful and ſufficient Aid that's 
provided for us, even the Spirit and Grace of 
Chriſt: It makes awful Diſcoveries of the inviſi- 
ble World, and opens to us a glorious Scene be- 
yond the dark Regions of Death and the Grave, 
by bringing Life and Immortality to Light, It ac- 
quaints us with the Reſurrection of the Body, the 
Judgment of the great Day, and the eternal Con- 
ſequences of it, when the Wicked ſhall go away in- 
to everlaſiing Puniſhment, and the Righteous into Life 
eternal. Theſe are ſome of the great and glorious 
Diſcoveries that the Goſpel makes to the Children 
of Men; theſe great Doctrines it teacheth, not in 
Words of Mens Wiſdom, not by dark and doubt- 
ful Diſputations, but with divine Authority, and 
in ſuch a plain and eaſy Manner, as the moſt yul- 
gar Capacities may learn and know them. Nay, 
the Lord Jeſus Chrift not only gives this external 
Light, but he alſo gives Eyes to ſee it by the II. 
lumination of his Spirit. 2 Cor. iv. 6. God who 
commanded Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs, hath 
fomed into our Maris, to give the Light of ihe 

Knows 


of the Chriſtian Revelation. 15 
Knowledge of the Glory of God in the Face of Feſus 
Chriſt, Mt 
The third Thing propoſed, was to ſpeak bf 
that great Joy in the Lord, that accompanies this 
Knowledge and flows from it; The Meek, ſdys our 
Text, ſhall increaſe their Joy in the Lord, ana the 
Poor among Men ſhall rejoice in the holy One of 1ſrael : 
Blindneſs, Obſcurity and Darkneſs, is a heartlels 
and melancholly State; but Light gives Pleaſure 
*and Joy to Mankind; Truly Light is ſweet, ſays 
Solomon, and a pleaſant Thing 1s 1s for the Eyes to 
behold the Sun, The intellectual Light of the 
Mind affords till a far purer and greater Joy; the 
Demonſtration of a Propoſition, the Invention and 
Diſcovery of Truth, even tho? it be a Matter of 
little or no Uſe to us, gives a ſecret and very ſen- 
ſible Pleaſure to the Underſtanding ; and the Diſ- 
covery of ſome Truths in Philoſophy has ſome- 
times filled the Inquirer with ſuch Joy, that he 
has been raviſhed and tranſported, as it were, 
out of himſelf. And if this be the Caſe of Know. 
ledge in general, as certainly it is; much more 
does it- hold true of this divine and heavenly 
Knowledge, of which we are ſpeaking: Hence the 
Goſpel which conveys this Knowledge to Men, 
is called good Tidings, and Tiamgs of great Joy; and 
the Deſign of preaching and propagating it among 
Men is, That their Joy may be full, There was 
never any Inſtitution, any Syſtem of Knowledge, 
ſo evidently in all its Parts calculated for the Joy 
and Happineſs of Man, as the Chriſtian Religion 
is, The ever bleſſed God, Father, Son and Holy 
Ghoſt, Redeeming Love, Reconciliation and Peace 
with God through the Blood of his Son, the Juſti- 
. fication 
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cation of our Perſons, the SanRification and Per- 
fection of our Natures, the Conſolations of the 
Divine Spirit, the Glories of another World, and 


the eternal Enjoyments and Felicities of the 
heavenly State: Theſe are the great and noble 


Objects of Chriſtian Knowledge; and the very 
Theory of them, the very Contemplation of theſe 
ſublime and glorious Truths, cannot but give great 
Pleaſure to the Mind and Underſtanding of Man; 
But what Joy, muſt we think, flos in upon the 
Soul, when it not only contemplates, but poſſeſ- 


ſeth theſe invaluable Bleſſings, as all true Chriſti- 


ans do; when this Knowledge is accompanied 
with Application and Property? Surely ſuch a 
Knowledge, ſuch a Faith of theſe great Truths 


and Doctrines, cannot but give the trueſt and 


higheſt. Joy to the Soul of Man; Believing we re- 
joice with Joy unſpeakable and fall of of Glory, The 


Joy of human Knowledge, the Joy #: Friendſhip, 


the Joy of Marriage, the Joy of Harveſt, the 
Joy of Liberty, the Joy of Victory and Triumph, 
are nothing in Compariſon of the Joys of God's 
Salvation. 

The laſt Thing we propoſed, was to ſhew al 
the Meek and the Poor in ſpecial ſhare ot theſe 
great Bleſſings, and have particular Advantages 
by this glorious Goſpel ; The Meek ſball encreaſe 
their Joy in the Lord, Ks the Poor among Men ſhall 
rejoice in the holy One of Iſrael, By the Meekand 
the Poor, we may underſtand ſuch as are humble 
and ſelf. denied, theſe whom our Saviour calls or 


in Spirit; ſuch Perſons are docile and tractable, 
they are emptied of themſelves, ſenſible of their 
Sin and Miſery, and ſo ready to receive and enters 
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tain the joyful Doctrine of the Goſpel, and the 
reat and glorious Bleſſings it brings to miſerable 
den; Bleſſed are the poor in Sirit, for theirs is the 
Kingdom of Heaven : But we arenot to reſtrict the 
Words to this Senſe, but underſtand them in their 

literal and common Accepration, as ſignifying 
thoſe that are low and poor in the World as to 
their external Circümſtances, even the Mean and 
Indigent, and deſtitute among Men. The Septua- 
gint Verſion expreſſes this Part of the Text very 
ſtrongly, not only He the Poor, but d ,- 
yr aur ardgd mer, the hopeleſs and deſperate amon 
Men; the Goſpel brings Joy and Happineſs even 
to theſe, The Vulgar and the Poor were miſe- 
rably neglected as to Inſtruction and Knowledge; ; 
as their outward Condition and mean Circum- 
ſtances made them obſcure, ſo they were in a 
Manner given over to Ignorance and Darkneſs: 
The Heathen Philoſophy and Morality was above 
their Reach; as we ſaid before, they had neither 
Leiſure nor Capacity to learn it, and ſo of Courſe, 
rook up with the current Fables ot their Time, 
and the ridiculous and profane Rites of the idolatrous 
Worſhip that was eſtabliſhed amongſt them. And 
altho' there was particular Care taken of the Poor 
in the Laws and Inſtitutions of God under the Old 
Teſtament, yet they were ſhamefully overlook'd 
and neglected among the Jews, particularly as tO 
their Inſtruction, as appears by the mady Com- 
plaints made thereof by the Prophets of God. And 
in the Days of our bleſſed Saviour Things were 
not a Whit better, but rather much worſe. The 
Doctors ot the Lair, Prieſts, Scribts, FRINGE, 
G wer? 
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were ſupercilious, haughty and covetous Men 
that neglefted and diſdained the Poor, as not 
worth the noticing or regarding ; nay they treared 
them as if they had been contemptible and execra- 
ble, as appears from their own Words, John vii. 
48, Have any of the Rulers or Phariſees believed on 
"tim but this People who knoweth not the Law are 
curſed, Thus the Poor among Men were left in 
Ignorance and Darkneſs both by Fews and Gen- 
tiles, And it is certainly one ot the peculiar 
Glories of the Chriſtian Religion, that it takes 
Care of the Poor in all Reſpects, particularly 
their Inſtruction in the great and neceſſary Things 
of Religion, That the Deaf may hear the Words 
of the Book, that the Eyes of the Blind may ſee 
"out of Obſcurity and out of Darkneſs, that the 
Meek may increaſe their Foy, and that the Poor 
among Men may rejoice in the holy One of Ijrael, 
And this is a Matter of ſo great Moment, that as 
it was particularly foretold, as one of the Glories 
of the Me/ias Reign, ſo when our Saviour was 
come unto the World, and had entred upon his 
publick Miniſtry, he takes notice of this as one 

f the moſt expreſs and ſhining Characters of his 
Times, Lie vii. 22. Luke iv. 17,—— 22 ; and 
in Conſequence of this, we find him cheerfully 
and unweariedly employed in this good Work, 
going about through the Country Villages and Ci 
ties, inſtructing the Poor in a plain, eaſy and fa- 
miliar Manner, and at the ſame Time, with an 
Authority far ſuperior to that of cheir greateſt 
Doctors, He taught them as one having Authority, | 


and not as the Seribes, Haughty and ſupercili- 
2 | ous 


285 * "> hs we "—_» kid s WW - 


of the Clriftia Revelation. 19 _ 


ous Men, vain and proud Scioliſts neglect and de · 
ſpiſe the Poor, but the Son of God, God incarnate 
undertakes to 'be their Patron and Inftrugor; And 
as he was thus employed himſelf perſonally, fo that 
Divine Religion which he ſets up in the World is 
evidently and remarkably frame and adapted for 
this good and generous Purpoſe, even far the In- 
ſtruction and Salvation of the Poor. There are 
indeed great Depths in the Chriſtian Doctrine, 
high and oblime Points ſufficient to exerciſe the 
beſt Underſtinding, not only of Men but of An- 
gels; but the great and neceſſary Points of Chri- 
ſtianity are but few and plain, ſuch as may be ea- 
ſily taught and ſoon learn'd, even by the Poor of 
this World, without taking them off from that 
Work and Labour that's neceſſary for their own 
Maintainance, and the Benefit of the Society to 
which they belong. Beſides, tis the Genius of 
this Religion, that they who know it to Purpoſe, 
do endeavour by all proper Means, the Propaga- 
tion of it, tho with the greateſt Labour,” and un- 
der the greateſt Diſcouragements, as Origen + juſt. 
ly obſeryes'againft Celſus, who alledges;® Thar tho? 
& all the World would become Chriſtians, Chri- 
« ſtians themſelves would not admit of it.“ Fur: 
ther, thelſtanding Miniſtry ſettled and authorized 
by chis hoty Religion, and their fixed Work and 
Service, is evidently for the Benefit and Inftruc- 


tion of the Poor, and plainly contributes to it; 


qualified Men being ſer apart and ſuitably provi- 
ded, for this very Work of diſpenſing the Ordi- 
nances and Inſtitutions of Chriſtianity, preaching 
in Seaſon and out of Seaſon, and teaching publickly, 

C2 and 
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and from Houſe to Houſe, in all which the Poog 
and the Vulgar have the Benefit of their Labours 
as well as the Rich. And to add no more upon 
this Head, the high and ſtrong Obligations that 
the Chriſtian Religion lays upon us to Charity, 
carries on this noble and generous Deſign of doing 
Good to the Poor. Never was this excellent Grace- 
of Charity ſo explained before, never was it ſo 
taught, ſo enforced, ſo exemplified as under the 
New Teſtament Diſpenſation; all which induceg 
and engageth the Chriſtian to do all the Good he 
can fo the Poor, eſpecially to his Soul, that he 
may be ſaved, that he may fee out of Obſcuri ity 
and out. of Darkneſs, that the Poor among Men 
may rejoice in the holy One of Iſrael; that tho, 
they be poor in this World, yet they may be rich 
Faith, god Heirs of the Kingdom of Hegven. 


24 proceed now to make 8 of this Doc- 
trine in a few practical Inferences, And in the 
Vrſi Place, Let us all heartily bleſs our gracious 
God for his Goodneſs to us, and to our Anceſtors 
in this our native Couutry, in ſending his glorious 
Goſpel amongſt us ſo early, and continuing it ſtill 
with us aſter all our Provocations, and notwith- 
ſtanding the. Endeayours of Devils. and Men to 
- rob. us of lo, great a Bleſſing g. We who were 
blind, 40 Pye ſee. out of. Obſcurity and out of Dark- 
neſs, aud the Pogr among Men do rejcice in the 
toly, One. of Iſrael, God forbid that this be out 
Condemnation, That Light has comp unto us, and 
that we loved. Darkneſs rather than Light. The 
baer we enjoy this * Dirine Light, we = 
- 40ovyve 
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love it the better, and have the higher Eſteem 
and Value for it, and the greater Abhorrence of 

all Attempts àgainſt it; we may juſtly Took upon 
ſuch Endeavours, as Attempts againſt the Light 
and Joy and Happineſs of Mankind, and if they 
ſhould ſucceed, the ſure and effectua! Way of re- 
ducing us to our former Barbariſm, and plungin 

us again in Ignorance and Darkneſs, and all the 
miſerable Conſequents of that melancholly and diſ- 
mal State: Neither ſhould it diſcourage us in our 
Profeſſion, or make us in the leaſt ſhy of our holy 
Religion, that we ſee ſuch Attempts in our Day; 
that Men of Parts and Learning imploy their Pens 
againſt Chriſtianity; the beſt Things in the World 
have in all Ages met with Contradiction and Op- 
poſition ; and this is no new Trial to aur holy Re- 
ligion; Chriſtianity was impugn'd more than a 
Thouſand Years ago by Men: of greater Abilities, 
and far greater Power than our modern Deiſts can 
pretend to, ſuch as Celſus, Porphyry, Julian, Hiero- 
cles; but they were fully anſwered by the learned 
Writers on the Chriſtian Side, particularly by O- 
rigen and rill of Alexandria, The Croſs and 
Truth of Griſt triumphed over all the Sophiſtry 
and Eloquence of Man, and will do fo to the 
End of the World: And the late Writings againiſt 
the Chriſtian Religion have been fo well anſwe- 
red, that I'm perſwaded, they have made this 
Divine Light to ſhine the brighter in the Eyes of 
all fair Judges. and impartial Inquirers ; and of 
late, we are obliged to a Gentleman of a diſtin- 
guiſhed Genius, in our own Country, for ſome 
curious Thoughts upon Religion, which, J hope, 
. e . „ma. 
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may do no ſmall Service to the Chriftian Cauſs; 
This glorious Cauſe ſhall certainly be maintain'd 
againſt all the Wit and all the Malice of Devils 
and Men; He bath founded bi. Church upon a 
Rock, and the Gates of Hell ſball not prevail as 
. As we ſhould nds to value and eftiech 
this bleſſed Goſpel, and to grow in the Knowledge 
and Faith of 8 lo let us by all Means labour, 
Mon dear Friends and Brethren, to live ſuitably ta 
it. A bad Lite is one of the worſt of Hereſies, 
5 one of the moſt grievous Objections againſt 
our holy Religion. Ye were ſometimes Darkneſs, 
tut nom are ye Light in the Lord, walk as Chit: 
dren of Light, abounding in the Fruits of that 
bleſſed Spirit that has enlightned you; for ſo is it 
there explained, Eph. v. 8, 9. For the Fruit: of the 
Spirit (lays he) is in all Goodneſs and Righteouſneſs 
aua Truth, This is to walk as Children ot the 
Light; this 7 to walk worthy of the Vocation 
wherewith je are called, as the Apoftle expreſſeth 
it, 4th Gap. of the ſame Epiſtle from the Begin - 
ning, even with all Lowlineſs and Meekneſs, with 
Longeſuffering, forbearing one another in Love, en- 
dearvouring to. keep the Unity af ibe Spirit in be 
Bond of Peace; and in the 17. Ver. This I ſay 
therefore, aud teſtify i in the Lord, that ye benceforth 
wall not as other 'Geirtiles walk, an the Vanity of 
their Minds; and after a ſhort Deſcriptioh of this 
lewd and ſhameful Walk af the Genz:le;; and the 


black Spring and Source ot it, we have an excel - 
lent Account from the inſpired Apoſtle; of that 
Walk and Converſation that becomes Chriſtians, 

| ik which 
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which I recommend to your ſerious Peruſal. 1 
only read to you the Concluſion of that Chapter, 
as what we all need to have trequently inculcated 
vpon us with the greateſt Earneſtneſs, eſpecially 
at this Time when the Iniguities there mentioned do 
ſhamefully abound, and the Love of many waxeth 
cold, 3iſt Ver. Let all Bitterneſs and Wrath, and 
Auger, and Clamour, and Evil-ſpeaking be put away 
from you, with all Malice; and be ye kind one to 
another, tender- heartea, forgiving one another, even 


as God for Chriſt's Sake bath forgiven you, 


In the la/? Place, ſeeihg it is but a ſmall Part of 
the habitable World, in Compariſon of the reſt; 
that's enlightned with this divine Revelation; "4 


ing the Bulk of Mankind, and even ſome in the. 


remote Corners of our own Country, continue 
ſtill in Ignorance and Darkneſs ; and ſeeing this 
comfortable Prophecy in our Text wants à great 
deal ot its Accompliſhment, let us lay this ſeri 
ouſly to Heart, and uſe our utmoſt Endeayours 
for propagating this holy Religion, both. at home 
and abroad, That the Eyes of the Blind may ſee aut 
of Obſcurity and out of Darkneſs, that the Meet 
may increaſe their Foy in the Lord, and the . Poor 
among Men may rejoice iu the holy One of Iſrael. This 
we may, and ſhould do by our exemplary Walk 
and Converſation, by our publick preaching and 
teaching, by Family Inſtruction, by our fervent 
Prayers to God, and by opening our Purſes and 
contributing according to our Abilities, for ad- 
vancing ſo good a Work, and ſuch a generous and 
Charitable Deſign. And among other Inducements 
and as to this * this is we 
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of the leaſt, that we have a noble and publick Ob- 


portunity of it at hand and in our View, even 


the Society in Scotland for propagating C briftign 
Nnotvledge, eftablifhed and authorized by Royal 


Letters Patent. This Society has now been em- 
ployed in this good Work upwards of 24 Years, 


and through the Bleſſing of God have made very 


' conſiderable Progreſs in it, The Zeal of our gra- 


cious Sovereign for the Chriſtian Religion, has 


- been no ſmall Encouragement to the Society, par- 


ticularly Eis Majeſty's Royal Bounty of L. 1000 
yearly, for carrying on the ſame noble Deſign gf 
propagating Chriſtian Religion in the Highlands 


- and Iflands, They have likewiſe been very much 


encouraged by conſiderable Donations, not only 


from: Perſons of all Ranks in Gur native Country, 
but a great many in England, who, within theſe 


five or ſix Years, that is ſince the Society ſettled 
a Meeting of Correſpondents at London, to whoſe 
Zeal and Vigilance a great deal is owing; have 
contributed ſo liberally to this good Work, that 
it deſerves this ſolemn and publick Acknowledge- 
ment. The Society have alſo Correſpondents i in 


New-England,and three Miſſionaries employed there 


for the Inſtruction and Converſion of the native 
Indians, in which glorious Undertaking (the firſt 
Attempt of that 3 they have made) they have 
been very much aſſiſted and encouraged by his 
Excellency, the Governor of that Plantation: They 
have likewiſe a Miſſionary imployed in Georgia, for 
the Benefit of the Colony, lately tranſported from 
our Country, upon Application and Encourage- 


ment from the Honourable Truſtees of Cæotg ia, who; 
at 
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at the ſame Time that they take Care of their | 
Plantations, and the Culture of their new Lands, 
are ſo good and wiſe, as not to negle the Re- 
ligion and Manners of their Colonigs; Theſe are 
good Beginnings, and great Undertakings, and ng 
doubt alſo very chargeable to the Society; and 
therefore are ſo many Arguments and Encourage. 
ments to further Contributions, and I hope you 


will uſe them as ſuch, bath with yourſelyes. and 


others, The Schools. of the Society. at preſent 
amount to 117, at which are taught 3992: One 
of-theſe Schools is ſo much in my View at pre- 
ſent, and makes ſuch an Appearance in this Aſ- 
ſembly, that J cannot but take notice of it; 3 Tis 
the Orphan Hoſpizal there before you; the Sallary 
of their School-maſter is paid by the Society, and 
there are about 5o Boys and Girls taught by him; 
all theſe are maintained in the Hoſpital, and im- 
ployed in uſeful Work of ſeveral Kinds, upon the 
mortified Donations, and occaſional Supplies of 
Charitable Perſons ; they are cloathed with their 
own Manufacture, and ſhow by their Looks, that 
they haye Abundance of clean and wholeſome 
Food ; tis an Hoſpital but of two Years ſtanding, 
a luſty Plant of ſo ore a Growth, eſpecially in a 
cold Climate, and none of the richeſt of Soils. 
May the God ot Heaven, be in whom the Fatherleſ; 
findeth Mercy, remarkably bleſs all ſuch Nurſeries. of 
Religion, and uſeful Induftry, eſpecially theſe-that 
are eſtabliſhed in this City; and the other chari- 
table Houſes founded in it, which are no leſs : 2 
Bleſſing to the Old and Infirm, than theſe are to 
deſtitute young Ones; and the Lord, in whoſe 
D Hand 
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Hand the Hearts of Men are, move ſuch as are 
able, to ſupport and incourage them, that they may 
thrive and flouriſh, and be continued to | lateſt 


Poſterity. 
1 conclude this Diſcourſe with a ſhort Addreſs 
to the Honourable and worthy Members'of this 
Society, and the Managers of its Affairs. I could 
inſiſt at great Length, and in a very copious and 
| particular Manner on your Praiſes, and that with- 
out Flattery, or tranſgreſſing in the leaſt the Bounds 
either of Truth or Decency ; but I know it would 
not be agreeable to yourſelves, and therefore T 
forbear it; TI only preſume to put you'in Mind, 
for your Encourageinent, that you are imployed 
in a noble and generous Work, that your Time 
and Labour, and Attendance are beſtowed upon 
the beſt Purpoſe and Project, that can poſſibly 
employ the Talents 6f Men, even, That the Deaf 
may hear the Words of the Book, that the Eyes of 
the Blind may ſee out of Darkneſs and out of Obſcu- 
rity, that the Meek may increaſe their Foy t in the 
Lord, and that the poor among Men may rejoice in 
the 2 One of Iſrael: Neither ought we to be 
diſcouraged with ſome Rubs and Diſappointments; 
that has been, and. probably will be the Fate of 
the greateſt and beſt Undertakings i in the World ; 
how carefully ſoever they are managed, ſomething 
will. happen now and then to their Loſs and Pre: 
judice; But upon ſuch croſs Events, great Minds 
7 in a good Cauſe, as without all Doubt 
this is, ſhould aſſume to themſelves new ' Cou- 
rage and Rr and by an obſtinate and 
F Ty: | | perſe: 
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perſeyering Diligence overcome all Difficulties, 
as I hope you ſhall do through the Grace and 
Favour of God: Therefore, Do not weary in Mell. 
doing, for in due Time you (hall reap if ye faint 
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